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Using Good for Bad 
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W elcome to Issue 36 of Back To 
Prabhupada {BTP). 

We have continuously docu- 
mented how ISKCON leaders have 
been forced into repeated climb- 
downs which align their message 
to that preached by the IRM. Be- 
sides demonstrating the GBC's phi- 
losophical defeat, whether such 
changes are a good thing will de- 
pend on the motivation behind 
them. Ever since the worldwide 
launch of The Final Order in 1 996, 
the IRM has drastically changed 
the landscape in the ISKCON world. 
The situation today compared to 
then is very different, with many 
devotees all over the world, to one 
degree or another, now agreeing 
that Srila Prabhupada is either the 
diksa guru, or "main'' guru, or the 
guru who "takes us to Krishna ", and 
so on. It follows, therefore, that like 
all good salesmen, those seeking 
to attract and retain recruits have 
to take note of such "market trends" 
and adjust their "product" accord- 
ingly. Hence, if the motivation be- 
hind ISKCON leaders' shift in mes- 
sage is simply due to needing to 
say what the audience wants to 
hear, in order to keep their posi- 
tion intact, then nothing has real- 
ly changed. And we can note that 
their guru "benefits" never seem 
to change, even if their message 
changes! 

If one wishes to use Srila Pra- 
bhupada's teachings, name and 
movement for self-aggrandisem- 
ent, then one will merely adjust the 
platform necessary to achieve this. 
You can even subscribe to claim- 


ing to agree that Srila Prabhupada 
is the diksa guru, just in order to 
have another "bona fide" platform 
from which to continue generat- 
ing Profit, Adoration and Distinc- 
tion (PAD) - the Great Guru Hoax 
Part 3, please see BTP 19, Editorial. 

This describes how one can 
misuse that which is bona fide to 
achieve non-bona fide ends, which 
we explain in detail throughout 
this issue, with a feature article on 
pages 4-5, "Combating Kali-chelas 
Passing as Vaisnavas". 

Even if a rich man offered $1 
million to anyone who agreed to 
worship him "as good as God", he 
still may not get any takers. Claim 
to "represent" Srila Prabhupada 
however, and you may achieve 
the same for free! From this we 
can understand that those seek- 
ing to achieve specific aims in 
terms of PAD must first have the 
appropriate platform from which 
to do so. And the most power- 
ful platform is the absolute plat- 
form. Therefore, it should not at 
all be surprising that those seek- 
ing to achieve maximum power 
and PAD will look to use Krishna 
consciousness, which is the most 
absolute platform, by which to 
achieve this. And this is what has 
happened throughout history. The 
sahajiya (pseudo-transcendental- 
ist) movement, which involves be- 
ing "served" by others in imitation 
of how the gopis served Krishna, 
arose from misusing the teach- 
ings of Lord Caitanya. Leaders in 
the Gaudiya Matha enjoyed their 
senses through "using guru as 


their instrument" (Srila Prabhupada 
conversation, 22/4/1977). And now 
we have persons in the ISKCON 
world misusing the name, move- 
ment and teachings of the most 
powerful acarya, Srila Prabhupada. 
And, as the saying goes, if one 
is not oneself actually situat- 
ed on the absolute platform, as 
Srila Prabhupada and the previ- 
ous acaryas are, then absolute 
power will corrupt one absolute- 
ly. Which we have observed occur- 
ring abundantly throughout ISK- 
CON's history. Thus, the potential 
for deviation is greater if one mis- 
uses Krishna consciousness, than 
if one does not accept Krishna 
consciousness at all (please see 
quotes on page 12). It is for this 
reason that the IRM is specifically 
concerned with combating those 
who are cheating devotees in Srila 
Prabhupada's name. 

Thus, what matters is not what 
one says, or even what one may 
initially appear to do, but the end 
result that is being achieved. Has 
the level of PAD being achieved di- 
minished, or simply been achieved 
through different means? In BTP 
we document it all - the words, 
actions and end results. For that 
which is good can just as easily be 
misused to achieve bad, as it can 
be used to achieve further good. 

Please feel free to write to me 
at the following email address: 
irm@iskconirm.com. 

Thank you and Hare Krishna. 

Yours in the service of Srila 
Prabhupada, 

Krishnakant 


IRM Mission Statement 

S ince the physical departure of His Divine Grace A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Srila Prabhupada from our 
material vision on November 14, 1977, the International Society for Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON), 
the great movement which he single-handedly founded in 1966, and which is the only hope for humanity, 
has undergone a massive deterioration in its spiritual purity. This has been due to various deviations from 
the instructions and standards given by Srila Prabhupada, the chief of which being his displacement as the 
sole diksa guru for ISKCON. The ISKCON Revival Movement (IRM) seeks to restore ISKCON to its former glory, 
purity and philosophical chastity through the re-institution of all the instructions and standards that Srila 
Prabhupada gave, beginning with his role as the sole authority and diksa guru for ISKCON. The IRM's position 
is set out in The Final Order - see back page to order your free copy. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON’s Ritvik 


System Summarised 


I n previous issues we published various articles highlighting different facets of how ISKCON's GBC has in recent years, and after the launch of 
BTP, aligned its guru system more and more to Srila Prabhupada's original ritvik initiation system, as advocated by the IRM. Here we bring to- 
gether and build upon these articles, to comprehensively present how, from top to bottom, ISKCON has now actually moved to adopt a ritvik sys- 
tem of initiation, with one key difference. When meeting any guru hoaxer or his supporter, one simply needs to show them this diagram, which 
will instantly silence them by proving that: 

•The ritvik system of initiation must be correct since the guru hoaxers themselves follow it. 

• They are cheaters for using the ritvik system to enrich themselves. 


^ Cut-out-and-keep guide 


Initiation system 

Pre-1977 Current 

PCI* function 

Accepts "on behalf" of Srila Prabhupada THE SAME 

PCI relationship to initiate 

Can be minimal THE SAME 

PCI status 

Does not need to be in parampara THE SAME 

Parampara connection 

Through Srila Prabhupada THE SAME 

Initiation ceremony 

Vows given by Srila Prabhupada made, SAME 

plus fire yajna (sacrificial ceremony) 

Spiritual teachings 

Given primarily by Srila Prabhupada, 

plus day to day assistance from senior THE SAME 

devotees 

Liberation 

Delivered by Srila Prabhupada THE SAME 

Title and payment 

Ritvik , done as service Ritvik mysteriously transforms into 

diksa guru, takes Srila Prabhupada's 
position, gets worshipped as good as 
God and acquires full benefits due to 
Srila Prabhupada 


*PCI = Person conducting initiation 


Evidence for above: 


PCI function: 


Common in ISKCON. See, for example, initiation ceremony given by Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS") on 22/7/201 1 . 


PCI relationship to initiate: Official ISKCON Guru-disciple course conducted by ISKCON UK describes the general situation in ISKCON today: 

"the spiritual master may only meet you once a year perhaps." 


PCI status: Initiates of Prabhavishnu and Umapati considered to be duly initiated even though both were deviating at time 

of initiations; Prabhavishnu since 2001 (GBC statement, 2/2/2012) and Umapati for a "number of years" before 
2010 (GBC meetings 2010). 


Parampara connection: 

Initiation ceremony: 
Spiritual teachings: 
Liberation: 
Title/Payment: 


In the examples above, no re-initiation is required, and initiates are considered to be connected to Srila Prabhupada 
and th e parampara, without any other member of the parampara in between. 

See, for example, initiation ceremony given by BCS on 22/7/201 1 . 

GBC resolutions: No. 35, 1 994; No. 404, 1 999; No. 409, 1 999. 

ISKCON guru BCS statements: 28/3/2006,10/6/2007, 7/4/2006; and ISKCON guru Kripamoya Das: 6/5/2007. 

See Laws of ISKCON, "Worship and Etiquette" 


1 . Unfortunately, due to the "Title and payment" item described above, this perfectly illustrates the point just detailed in the edito- 
rial. Here, Srila Prabhupada's initiation system, teachings, and Srila Prabhupada himself are misused to allow one a platform by which 
one can then insert oneself into the picture, usurp Srila Prabhupada's position, and take power and worship for oneself. 

2. This platform of power is then misused to introduce wholesale deviation in the movement from top to bottom; copious evidence for 
which we provide in every BTP issue, and we provided a brief summary of some of the main deviations in BTP 30, " ISKCON's New Mission " 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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A s we have documented many 
times in previous issues, those 
who object to BTP do so primarily 
on the basis of the nature of the 
subject matter it chooses to cov- 
er. We focus on exposing those 
who mislead others in Srila Prab- 
hupada's name. It is charged that 
such content is blasphemous, of- 
fensive, focusing only on the nega- 
tive, and that it is a combination of 
judgmentalism and unnecessary 
faultfinding, which is irrelevant 
to spiritual life. It is also claimed 
that such activity is unnecessary 
because we need to concentrate 
only on preaching to those who 
do not yet even know anything 
about Krishna consciousness, rath- 
er than to, and about, those who 
are already devotees. It is signifi- 
cant to note that such objections 
do not claim that what is stated in 
the pages of BTP is fabricated. Or 
that we present no evidence to 
support what is stated. Or that we 
are lying. Rather, it is claimed that 
the very purpose of BTP- exposing 
cheating masquerading as religion 
- is itself objectionable. 

However, as we will demon- 
strate over the next two pages, 
such objections are precisely the 
cover required in order for irreli- 
gion to flourish in Kali-yugo (the 
current age). And, unless such irre- 
ligion is combated at the root, any 
“preaching" done will in any case 
be useless. All emphases on the 
next two pages have been added. 

Prabhupada used for power 

We commonly experience po- 
liticians wrapping themselves in 
the flag of patriotism and offer- 
ing simply to do "service" to the 
nation in order to garner sup- 
port and thereby gain power. We 
find a similar phenomenon in the 
ISKCON world, whereby every- 
one wraps themselves in the flag 
of "Prabhupada" and claims to be 
merely serving him. Who doesn't 
claim to love, serve and follow 
Prabhupada? Who doesn't claim 


that they are merely trying to glo- 
rify Srila Prabhupada, and that eve- 
rything they do is only in the serv- 
ice of Srila Prabhupada? No one 
is claiming that: "Yes, I want to use 
Srila Prabhupada's name to garner 
money, name, fame, properties and 
followers for myself." For there is no 
power to be gained in the ISKCON 
world from claiming one is not rep- 
resenting Srila Prabhupada, just as 
a politician will get no support if he 
claims he is not working on behalf 
of the country. Rather, the route to 
gaining power is to claim to repre- 
sent Srila Prabhupada, and, in that 
way, have the necessary platform 
to be the conduit for all the dona- 
tions, temples and followers which 
will be generated in Srila Prabhu- 
pada's name. 

For claiming to represent reli- 
gion grants one a power that one 
would not otherwise have: 

"So Ravana had ten heads. 
[...] He became a sannyasi and he 
went to take some alms from Sita. 
The purpose was to cheat, to en- 
ter. Because according to Vedic 
civilization, a sannyasi has open 
door. He can even go inside." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 5/7/1971) 

Similarly, falsely claiming to re- 
present Srila Prabhupada will allow 
one to be most effective at cheat- 
ing devotees. 

Most dangerous 

Srila Prabhupada states that 
such false religious representation 
is more dangerous than not claim- 
ing to represent religion: 

"Although the Buddhists are 
directly opposed to Vaisnava 
philosophy, it can easily be un- 
derstood that the Sankarites are 
more dangerous because they 
accept the authority of the Ve- 
das yet act contrary to Vedic in- 
struction." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 6:1 68) 

Thus, following this reasoning, 
it can be understood that those 
who accept the authority of Srila 
Prabhupada and yet deviate from 


Combating Kali-chelas 


his instructions are more danger- 
ous than those who do not accept 
Srila Prabhupada's authority. In- 
deed, Srila Prabhupada states that 
those who come in the guise of fol- 
lowing religious principles to mis- 
lead people are the most danger- 
ous elements: 

"By a false display of religious 
sentiments, they present a show 
of devotional service while in- 
dulging in all sorts of immoral ac- 
tivities. In this way they pass as 
spiritual masters and devotees 
of God . [...] to mislead the peo- 
ple in general they themselves 
become so-called acaryas, but do 
not even follow the principles of 
the acaryas . These rogues are the 
most dangerous elements in hu- 
man society." 

(Sri Isopanisad, Mantra 12, purport) 

Actions speak louder than 
words 

We have seen that claiming to 
represent Srila Prabhupada is the 
route to power, and that such false 
representation is actually the most 
dangerous. The only, and most im- 
portant, issue in question, there- 
fore, is to determine whether or 
not such claims of representation 
are genuine. Going back to the ex- 
ample of politicians given in the 
previous section, we find that pol- 
iticians promise whatever will win 
them votes, but when they actu- 
ally get into power they often do 
not follow through. And when 
elections come around again, they 
again promise and say what every- 
one wants to hear. These hypocriti- 
cal tactics are to be expected, since 
this is the nature of the current age 
in which we live: 

"This is the age. Kali. It is cal- 
led Kali . Hypocrisy, simply hy- 
pocrisy. Kali means full of hyp- 
ocrisy." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 26/11/1966) 

Similarly, we find in ISKCON 
that everyone will speak about 
Srila Prabhupada, and how great 
he is, etc., and everyone is happy to 


hear this. However, what matters 
is whether anyone is actually fol- 
lowing what they claim to follow: 
"It is said, phalena pariciya- 
te: one is recognized by the re- 
sult of his actions." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila, 3:143) 
In summary, in Kali-yuga, words 
speak louder than actions (hypocri- 
sy), but in spiritual life, actions must 
speak louder than words (judged 
by the results of actions). 

Sample example 

A very simple example will il- 
lustrate the points made above. 
Guru hoaxer HH Bhakti Charu 
Swami ("BCS") very correctly sta- 
tes: 

"everyone should actually 
focus their worship and devo- 
tion onto Srila Prabhupada." 

(BCS quoted in BCS Istagosthi, 18/9/2000) 
This could easily be a state- 
ment right out of BTP. Howev- 
er, he recently received a letter 
from a follower, in which he was 
glorified non-stop, with zero wor- 
ship and devotion towards Srila 
Prabhupada, with the follower 
stating about BCS: 

"But you are my number one 
man. I do love you and I think 
about you every day." 
and that his mother: 
"worships every breath you 
take and every step you make." 

But BCS did not immediate- 
ly chastise his errant followers for 
not focusing "their worship and de- 
votion onto Srila Prabhupada", as he 
had commanded. Instead, he said 
he was "very touched" by the let- 
ter, and immediately broadcast it 
to all of his followers so that they 
could "benefit from his mood of 
devotion"! (All excerpts above from BCS 
Istagosthi, 15/6/2012) 

Judge by the end result 

In addition to accepting Srila 
Prabhupada's authority, false repre- 
sentation is enhanced if bona fide 
practices are engaged in partial- 
ly. For example, controlling one's 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Passing As Vaisnavas 


senses is essential to practising 
Krishna consciousness. Thus, if one 
who is claiming to be a Vaisnava 
is successfully able to control his 
senses, others will naturally assume 
he is acting in a bona fide fashion, 
especially if those persons them- 
selves struggle to control their 
senses. Given this dynamic, we 
find that a popular route for those 
seeking to gain position in ISKCON 
is to control one's senses in order 
to become a sannyasi, and then a 
guru, for it is no coincidence that 
the vast majority of sannyasis are 
also gurus. However, the end result 
of such sense control is merely to 
gain a position which allows one 
to enjoy Profit, Adoration and Dis- 
tinction (PAD). For if one takes up 
a position which has not been au- 
thorised by Srila Prabhupada, and 
is actually in defiance of his order 
to keep him as ISKCON's sole diksa 
guru, then such an activity is tak- 
en up due to one's own desires for 
PAD. Enjoying PAD involves using 
one's senses for pleasurable hear- 
ing and seeing as one receives wor- 
ship, fame as an “advanced" devo- 
tee, etc. But enjoying this type of 
sense pleasure demands that one 
controls one's senses in other ar- 
eas, such as touching, or having 
sex. We therefore have the irony 
that in this case, the means of par- 
tial sense control is merely used to 
achieve the end of enjoying the 
senses even better! 

So what matters is not the 
means being employed, but the 
end result that is being achieved. 
In this case, the end result is be- 
ing worshipped as good as God 
without authorisation. Humans 
will do whatever is required to be 
worshipped - which will also part- 
ly require the same means neces- 
sary to achieve bona fide Krishna 
conscious ends. In other cases, 
the end result may be some other 
non-Krishna conscious end, such 
as profit or control, even though 
the means will again involve some 
bona fide practice used in Krishna 


consciousness, such as opening 
temples, preaching, etc. As a sign 
of how deviant ISKCON has now 
become, even secular non-Krishna 
conscious means such as philan- 
thropy, demigod worship and so 
on, are also being used to achieve 
non-Krishna conscious ends. 

Kali-chelas* 

Thus there are two stages of 
deviation. In the beginning one 
does not know anything about 
Krishna consciousness, and is a 
materialist, or "kormi" as referred 
to by devotees, and thus will sim- 
ply engage in regular sense grat- 
ification through sinful activi- 
ty such as meat-eating, intoxica- 
tion, etc. However, a more nefar- 
ious level of deviation is to enjoy 
one's senses through one's guru by 
misusing his teachings and move- 
ment, which may require actu- 
ally accepting and even partially 
practising Krishna consciousness. 
Srila Prabhupada wrote how this 
occurred in the Gaudiya Matha, 
whose leaders also disobeyed the 
orders of their Founder-Aco/ya, just 
as ISKCON's leaders have: 

"These are facts. Two parties 
there were. One party, to use 
guru as their instrument for self- 
aggrandizement, and another 
party left guru. So both of them 
are offenders. This Kunja Babu, 
this Tirtha Maharaja's party, he 
wanted to enjoy senses through 
guru. [...] So both of them are se- 
vere offenders ." 

(Room conversation, 22/4/1977) 

*di$dples of Kali-yuga 

Srila Prabhupada states that 
there are many false Vaisnavas in 
ISKCON: 

"There are many jealous pe- 
ople in the dress of Vaisnavas in 
this Krsna consciousness move- 
ment [...] Such a pseudo Vaisna- 
va associates with money and 
women and is jealous of success- 
ful Vaisnavas. Although passing 
for a Vaisnava. his only business 
is earning money in the dress of a 


Vaisnava. BhaktivinodaThakura 
therefore says that such a pseu- 
do Vaisnava is not a Vaisnava at 
all but a disciple of Kali-yuga." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 1 :218 
and 1:220, purports) 

And, indeed, this statement 
has been practically documented 
by us in our many exposes of the 
spread of commercialisation with- 
in ISKCON - persons passing them- 
selves off as Vaisnavas whose busi- 
ness is to do business! 

Spiritual audit 

From the above, it is clear that 
the following is the means that 
allows the irreligion of Kali-chelas 
to flourish under the guise of reli- 
gion, promoted by those same Ka- 
li-chelas: 

a) Objecting to BTP actually ex- 
posing hypocrisy and document- 
ing where cheating is occurring; 

b) Insisting that instead we sho- 
uld only print the philosophy of 
Krishna consciousness without 
“faultfinding" or observing if it is 
being correctly implemented; 

c) Demanding that we should 
concentrate only on preaching to 
"non-devotees" who know noth- 
ing about Krishna consciousness, 
rather than exposing those who 
are supposed to know everything 
about Krishna consciousness; 

And if the Kali-chelas are al- 
lowed to flourish, they will contin- 
ue to mislead all those who come 
into contact with them and the 
movement they run. Furthermore, 
as the philosophy of Krishna con- 
sciousness is presented perfectly 
by Srila Prabhupada in his books 
and other teachings, there is no 
need for us or anyone else to try 
to duplicate or compete with that. 
Nor, in general, are those within 
the ISKCON world even claiming to 
dispute its tenets. Hence, the only 
useful function that is required is 
to detect where those who are 
claiming to follow the perfect phi- 
losophy of Krishna consciousness, 
are actually using such claims to 



lead people away from Krishna 
consciousness; a "spiritual audit", if 
you will. And since this means the 
difference between whether or not 
one actually practises Krishna con- 
sciousness, this is a very positive 
and necessary function! 

Conclusion 

1) Srila Prabhupada stated ev- 
en when he was on the planet that 
the Krishna consciousness move- 
ment contained "many" false Vai- 
snavas, and such infestation has 
only massively increased since his 
departure, such that the whole 
movement is being led on a path 
of wholesale deviation. This is 
not an exaggeration, for not only 
have we copiously documented 
this conclusion over many years, 
but we have also documented ISK- 
CON's leaders agreeing with us! 

2 ) There is a saying that, when 
the Devil comes, he will not come 
wearing horns, just as Ravana 
came disguised as a sannyasi to 
kidnap Sita-devi.Thus, the capac- 
ity of Kali-chelas to deviate and 
mislead is the most dangerous, 
because they come in the disguise 
of Vaisnavas and, in this way, dupe 
devotees who otherwise would 
be on their guard and not be de- 
ceived. 

3) However, the IRM stands 
in their way, and we will contin- 
ue to expose such Kali-chelas 
and prevent them from deviat- 
ing devotees from following Srila 
Prabhupada and from the prac- 
tice of true Krishna consciousness. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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The End Result 


Case Studies 


I n the previous article, it was seen 
that what matters is the end re- 
sult of one's endeavours, regardless 
of what one may claim to preach, 
or even what one may initially 
appear to do. Below we present 
some striking examples of the 
end results that are being gener- 
ated in the name of Krishna con- 
sciousness. All emphases below 
have been added. 

Fictional pastimes dangerous 

As we have reported previ- 
ously, ISKCON guru HH Sivarama 
Swami ("SRS") has taken to writ- 
ing books of fiction in which he 
says that Krishna met certain per- 
sons. and he has dreamt up these 
persons and the entire pastimes : 
"The first poetic license, the- 
refore, was to introduce the fic- 
tional characters Syamalata and 
Navasakhi. As a consequence of 
this decision, these literary char- 
acters interact with real histor- 
ical persons such us Radha and 
Krsna" 

(SRS, Na paraye 'ham) 

Due partly to the fact that Kri- 
shna's authorised pastimes already 
exist in Srila Prabhupada's books, 
SRS himself considers such a prac- 
tice dangerous, and thus strong- 
ly condemns these same activities: 
" For instance to say f "On this 
day, Krishna killed such a de- 
mon "and we just dream up some 
particular demon and an entire 
pastime. That we should not do. 
[...] Really, Krishna is ananta, He 
is endless. So it is just our own la- 
ck of knowledge that limits the 
number of pastimes that we can 
tell about Krishna. Therefore, 
what is the necessity of mak- 
ing them up? [...] if you make up 
stories to your children, then you 
make up stories to your wife, you 
make up stories to others, make 
up philosophy, it's not an advis- 
able practice. It's a dangerous 
practice . As Srila Prabhupada 
said, "To lie to some and not to lie 
to others", that's not a good prac- 


tice. Rather, we should cultivate 
the science of Krishna Conscious- 
ness, the science of Krishna-ka- 
tha, hearing about Krishna. And 
if we immerse our minds in Srila 
Prabhupada's books then we'll 
be able to endlessly describe 
Krishna's pastimes and they'll be 
ever fresh, they'll never be staid." 
(SRS, Podcast, 9/6/2012) 

Notice the direct correspond- 
ence between what he has done, 
and what he claims must not be 
done. Srila Prabhupada condem- 
ned introducing one's own imag- 
ined conceptions as characteris- 
tic of the deviant prakrta-sahaji- 
ya sect: 

"The prakrta-sahajiyas [...] 
To try to become writers of Vai- 
snava literature, they introduce 
their material conceptions of life 
into pure devotional service." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya-lila , 20:28) 

New sahajiya cult 

Even though these books of 
SRS are so deviant that he himself 
is forced to condemn their fictional 
content, he has, at the same time, 
managed to contaminate his dis- 
ciples to such an extent that they 
consider these same books to be 
so glorious as to be on par with the 
writings of the Goswamis: 

"Similarly, in the future, your 
books will be appreciated and 
revered as authorised publica- 
tions of the disciplic succession 
as much as we revere the writ- 
ings of Gosvamis and acarvas 
today . [...] Just like the ripened 
fruit of the Bhagavata has be- 
come more relishable by being 
touched by the lips of Sukade- 
va Gosvami, Chapter 21 of Krsna 
book has become a thousand 
times more relishable by being 
expanded in your Venu-gita." 

"Srila Prabhupada once de- 
scribed that we should have the 
courage of a British soldier and 
the heart of a Bengali mother. I 
can see both these qualities in 
you. [...] Your courage in writ- 


ing pastimes in books which 
may not always be understood 
by all but appreciated by genu- 
ine vaisnava" 

The above are samples of "l /ya- 
so-Puja" offerings made by SRS's 
disciples and published in his 201 2 
"Vyasa-Puja" book. Thus, this is the 
"fruit" of SRS's guru hoax program. 
He has created a new sahajiya cult 
devoted to made-up pastimes of 
Krishna, which are considered as 
exalted as the real thing. And we 
are not speaking just of rank and 
file devotees, but also of a most im- 
portant leader for ISKCON UK, who 
is theTemple President of the larg- 
est ISKCON temple in Europe. 

Sock pastimes 

SRS's "Vyasa-Puja" book also 
gives a glimpse into the types of 
"pastimes" SRS considered Krishna 
conscious activities: 

"Guru Maharaja (SRS - Ed.) 
looks Prabhupada Vani* square- 
ly in the eyes and says, "Now you 
have to do the same to Balab- 
hadra prabhu - As your G.B.C., my 
instructions count as much as his. 
So when you get back, you have 
to take off his socks and get his 
dust [...] Then you have to first of 
all put socks on his feet and then 
take them off... and then take 
the dust. [...] Okay, all you have 
to do is one way or another get 
the dust of Balabhadra prabhu' s 
lotus feet, and when you've suc- 
ceeded, I want you all to get on 
the roof and call out as loud as 
you can, GOURANGA!!" [...] Such 
memories remind me that wher- 
ever there is Krsna and Krsna's 
pure devotee there is always op- 
ulence, victory, power and moral- 
ity." *a Scottish devotee 

The"Balabhadra prabhu" men- 
tioned above is the same person 
whom the GBC had to remove as 
a guru and sannyasi due to sexu- 
al deviancy, and about whom they 
also said: 

"Balabhadra dasa was alw- 
ays eccentric and even in the 



Balabhadra Das: 

whose socks, feet and the 
dust thereof were deemed 
sacred by HH Sivarama Swami 


early '80's showed a penchant 
for cars, cameras and handling 
money [...] Balabhadra dasa 
has admitted that he thought of 
himself as a personal associate 
of Lord Caitanya and/or Krsna. 
In addition, his conception of 
guru was one in which he was 
the proprietor of his disciples, 
of ISKCON's assets and especial- 
ly of ISKCON Scotland's monies." 
(GBC Statement, 17/9/2007) 

Yet, SRS considered the same 
personality so exalted that he link- 
ed pastimes involving socks and 
the dust from his feet with the 
chanting of the holy name of Lord 
Caitanya, "Gouranga". And worse, 
such activities are considered by 
his disciples to specifically be ev- 
idence of the presence of " Krsna's 
pure devotee". Taking such cheap 
activities to be Krishna conscious- 
ness is again considered to be a sa- 
hajiya characteristic: 

"That is sahajiya, which me- 
ans a class of men that take eve- 
rything very cheap." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 15/6/1972) 

Conclusion 

Instead of fostering devotion 
to Krishna's genuine pastimes and 
Srila Prabhupada, these deviants 
push for love of fiction and fall- 
en personalities. Srila Prabhupada 
teaches that such an end result is 
characteristic not of Krishna con- 
sciousness, but of sahajiyaism. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Worldwide appreciation for guru biographies continues 



iiVes, thank you , / did receive the 
100 Deviations book. Something 
always troubled me about ISKCON 
and it took you guys to clarify for 
me what it was. Thank you so much. 
Jaya Srila Prabhupada! Please keep 
up the good work!" 

- Brian Harvey, Rutland, England 

"Yesterday I have received two Si- 
varama Swami ("SRS") 1 00 Devia- 
tions books. I have read everything, 
it's so perfect that I cannot imagine 
people following SRS and the guru 
hoax after reading these documents, 
but everything is possible in ISKCON. 
Stupidity and personal motivations 
are the principal obstacles to ac- 
cepting the truth." 

- Govinda Prema Das, Paris, France 

"Yes, I did receive the book 1 00 
Deviations: The life and teachings 
of His Holiness Sivarama Swami - 
great read!!!" 

- Virgilio Guillen, New York, USA 

"I have received the 1 00 Devia- 
tions booklet of HH Sivarama Swa- 
mi. Thanks again and well done on 
such a good job. The cover of the 
1 00 Deviations booklet was partic- 
ularly amusing (even if the actions 
and words of HH Sivarama Swami 
are not amusing. Well maybe they 
are in a way... If you didn't laugh 
you'd cry!). Hare Krsna!" 

- Dan Slater, Wanniasa, Australia 

"Received #32, and Sivarama 
Swami book. Thanks. Great book. 


He has a crew of 4 or 5 girls based in 
Coventry for about 4 or 5 years. All 
Hungarian, I used to speak to them, 
but don't bother now as all they 
do is collect money for this farm in 
Hungary. Their level of Krishna Con- 
sciousness is very low. They only in- 
spire me to avoid them! 

Keep up the good work, we're 
nearly there. Haribol." 

- Brian Woolley, Coventry, England 

"I have recently read Issue 32 
and the 100 Deviations of Sivara- 
ma Swami. Both were very inform- 
ative. I especially appreciated 'The 
real meaning ofVaisnava aparad- 
ha' and the BTP Interactive sections. 
Thank you and the rest of the IRM 
staff for keeping our hopes alive that 
some day ISKCON will again be run 
in the way that Srila Prabhupada 
wanted. Best wishes to you all. Hare 
Krishna." 

- Richard House, Oklahoma, USA 

"Yes, thank you, I did receive the 
book 100 Deviations: The life and 
teachings of His Holiness Sivara- 
ma Swami. Very interesting reading." 

- Atmananda Das, Perth, Australia 

"I have read the 1 00 Contradic- 
tions book and find it really interest- 
ing. I would like to know more about 
ISKCON and how it should be run." 

- Jeewonlall Somrah, Rivere Du Rempart, 
Mauritius 

"This is to confirm that I have re- 
ceived the 32 nd issue of BTP along 


with a book (expose series). I am 
thankful to you for sending me the 
BTP and the book. I have no words 
to appreciate the mission of IRM, 
the service IRM is rendering to Srila 
Prabhupada." 

- Rakesh Vaiwala, Surat, India 

"Many thanks for the Bhakti 
Charu book which is now received. 
I want to take this opportunity by 
saying that you guys are doing tre- 
mendous work in exposing these bo- 
gus guru frauds. Please keep up the 
good work. You will receive divine 
blessings from Srila Prabhupada. 
All glories." 

- Pardeep Kumar, Leicester, England 

"Just received the 1 00 Deviations 
book. Thank you. The book is truly 
shocking. Sivarama makes it totally 
acceptable for ISKCON 'gurus' to be 
more fallible than the average ma- 
terialist and yet expects people to 
accept them as bona fide spiritual 
masters simply because, 'well, that 
is just the way it works'!! What BSH" 

- Sean Redpath, Johannesburg, South Africa 

"Hare Krsna Krishnakant pra- 
bhu, thank you very much for the 
BTP and the small book about Sivar- 
ama Swami. I received it today. An- 
yway, what can be done? They for- 
got they have to die as well, when 
they will understand it spiritually, 
not just mentally, it will be too late. 
I know everything regarding their 
rascaldom by the mercy of all the 
Prabhupadanugas around all over 
the world. Thank you for your help, 
satsanga ("association" - Ed.) and 
blessing. All glories to your service." 

- Sebastian Abate, London, England 

"Hare Krishna! I am very grate- 
ful for BTP and the book 1 00 Devia- 
tions of SRS. I have started reading 
these wonderful books. Regards." 

- P.S. Lai, Bangalore, India 

"Please send as much informa- 
tion as you can. Especially 1 00 Con- 
tradictions of Bhakti Charu...!" 

- Romy Dias, Lisbon, Portugal 

"Haribol. Thank you IRM. I re- 
ceived BTP plus the 'thrilling' life ex- 
pose of Bhakti Charu, and the 'yet 
again' thrilling lifestyle of yet an- 


other would-be godlike fool - Sivar- 
ama Swami. 

Over the last years, I've given up 
trying to ever have any association 
with devotees, other than the year- 
ly Rathayatra festival. Even that has 
turned into a New Age farce, I'm 
sure they'll be serving beer soon, 
that might cheer up people like me 
since the rest of it is dismal. Some- 
times I wish Prabhupada had nev- 
er come here, it just seems like a cru- 
el joke! As he used to say, "some- 
how or other" we hang on, hop- 
ing "somehow or other" we'll see 
change in the movement and in 
ourselves. Oh well, I guess the day 
has come to just stand up and be 
counted and take the hit if it comes, 
because waiting for these clowns to 
man-up is a total waste of this in- 
carnation!! 

Again, thank you for your eff- 
ort and dedication... and love. Life 
is short, and we have to answer for 
our actions. At least we can say that 
we tried to understand, if we fail, we 
can hope for His mercy! 

I think you've heard this be- 
fore, but maybe the best course in 
this mess is to be as far away from 
this as you can get? These people 
are going down for the count, and 
the backsplash will be nasty, so an- 
yone with the name ISKCON will get 
wet! This mess will slip into Hindu- 
ism where their lifestyle won't cause 
any conflict. To me the worst sin is 
using Prabhupada's name, with 
their stupid face grinning up atya! 
All the best, I'll send some dollars 
and whatever else I can give." 

- Gary Paterson, Vancouver, Canada 

Editor replies: 

Yes, our whole purpose is to 
make it clear that we ourselves, 
and most importantly, Srila Pra- 
bhupada, have nothing at all to 
do with the current mess. Other- 
wise if we did not exist to do this 
work, both the public and aspir- 
ing devotees would unfortunately 
associate Srila Prabhupada's pure 
teachings with the deviations that 
are being carried out in his name. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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A question of diet 

"l got the latest BTP magazine 
and read it carefully. As always , it 
was extremely interesting and in- 
structive. I wanted to ask if one can 
offer Soya products to Krishna?" 

- Bhakta Imre Horvath, Munich, Germany 

Editor replies: 

There is no record of Srila Pra- 
bhupada stating that soya cannot 
be offered: 

"So far this soya sauce, I have 
no personal experience with it. I 
understand soya beans are nice, 
but I do not know about this so- 
ya sauce." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, 24/3/1969) 

A question of association 

"I recently received two publica- 
tions from you - 1 00 Contradictions 
(of Bhakti Charu Swami) and 'The 
Real Hare Krishna Guru" (BTP Spe- 
cial Summary Issue). 

I presently go to the local Hare 
Krishna Temple here in Houston , 
Texas , and have become close 
friends with some of the devotees. 
I've been going to the temple for 
about 7 months now and also at- 
tend the "Self Discovery" meetings 
once a week. In light of what I have 
learned from IRM, I'm wondering, 
honestly, how long I can remain 
there. Do you have any thoughts or 
suggestions? 

Please send any other litera- 
ture that you think would be help- 
ful. Thanks." 

- Alberto Duran, Texas, USA 

Editor replies: 

You are correct that bad ass- 
ociation should be avoided and 
that you should only associate 
with those who are following 
Srila Prabhupada. One also alw- 
ays has the direct association of 
Srila Prabhupada in the form of 
his teachings and sound vibra- 
tion, which is the most powerful 
association for keeping us fixed in 
Krishna consciousness: 

"Although when a pure devo- 
tee speaks the articulation of his 
voice may resemble the sound 


of this material sky, the voice 
is spiritually very powerful be- 
cause it touches the particles 
of saffron dust on the lotus feet 
of the Lord. As soon as a sleep- 
ing living entity hears the pow- 
erful voice emanating from the 
mouth of a pure devotee, he im- 
mediately remembers his eter- 
nal relationship with the Lord, 
although up until that moment 
he had forgotten everything." 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4.20.25, purport) 

No question of change 

"I would like that you send me 
also, if possible, the book 1 00 Devi- 
ations, and in short what is your al- 
ternative proposition on the discus- 
sion, since I understand the discus- 
sion concerns a guru who can rep- 
resent Prabhupada and who can in- 
itiate new disciples with the correct 
authorization and be able to give 
personal instruction? Is it to come 
back to Gaudiya Matha? Or just to 
the books of Prabhupada? Thank 
you very much." 

- Francisco Bueno Urdoniga, Malmo, Sweden 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your letter. We 
will be happy to send you 100 De- 
viations. 

We do not require an alterna- 
tive proposition because, when 
Srila Prabhupada was physically 
present on the planet, he never 
even met the vast majority of his 
disciples. Whatever system was 
present at that time was meant to 
carry on with "no change". And this 
system was: 

1) Srila Prabhupada's books, 
lectures and other teachings could 
be read and heard to give us full 
spiritual knowledge. 

2) Initiation ceremonies would 
be conducted on behalf of Srila 
Prabhupada by his representatives. 

3) Other devotees could help 
us in carrying out our services. 

Everyone would continue to 
remain Srila Prabhupada's disci- 
ples as Godbrothers, and this sys- 
tem could easily have continued 


- and, indeed, Srila Prabhupada 
never ordered that all the instruc- 
tions and systems he established 
for ISKCON were to terminate as 
soon as he physically departed. 

Fallen guru joke 

"Now they are trying to bring Par- 
amgati back as a guru! What a joke! 
Please send us all the issues includ- 
ing issues 22 and 23. Thanks." 

- Suzanna, Conceicao, Faro, Portugal 

Editor's note: 

Paramgati is the former ISKC- 
ON guru featured previously in BTP 
dancing at a "rave" disco, and later 
defrocked after a sexual incident 
with a male devotee. 

Hopes and prayers 

"I hope your readership grows in 
harmony with Prabhupada moving 
back to the centre of the movement. " 

- Andy Davidson, Sedro-Woolley, USA 

"I am continuously praying 
that one day devotees will realize 
that Srila Prabhupada is the eter- 
nal diksa guru of ISKCON, and wor- 
shipping any other guru aside from 
Srila Prabhupada within ISKCON 
is disobeying his final order. Srila 
Prabhupada Ki Jai!" 

- Fe Mariano Padilla, Mandaluyong City, Phil- 
ippines 

"Thanks for keeping the works 
of Prabhupada alive and function- 
ing. Don't be depressed by imitators. 
Keep on moving. Please, I need a 
copy of the book TH E FINAL ORDER." 
- Dr. Ayobami Ogunpade, Oyo, Nigeria 
"I love this book a lot. My teach- 
er gave it me to read. Keep the good 
work going on. Prayers." 

- K.K. Krithiga, Chennai, India 

"Continued success with all of 
your efforts. Hare Krsna." 

- Andrew Davitt, Nottingham, England 

"Thank you, I just received yes- 
terday the Summary issue of BTP 
magazine. Please continue to send 
a subscription. This is very informa- 
tive and thought provoking. I am re- 
turning the post card. I would like to 
receive the magazine and the book 
The Final Order. I will pray for your 


continued success. 

I have been a bhakta (devotee) 
for several years. I have been read- 
ing Bhagavad-gita As It Is, and I 
am currently on the collection of 
volumes of Srimad-Bhagavatam - 
book by book. 

I have not had much dealings 
with ISKCON as they are located 
across town from me here in St. Lou- 
is. I have not been able to financially 
afford to visit the temple there very 
often. I had no idea that all this was 
going on within ISKCON. In hope al- 
ways of a return to Godhead." 

- Bhakta Jim Fahs, Missouri, USA 

Editor replies: 

We thank you very much for 
the prayers and we urge all devo- 
tees to do the same! 

Encouragement and caution 

"Hare Krishna! Please accept my 
humble obeisances. All glories to 
Srila Prabhupada! 

You will be doing a great serv- 
ice if you keep educating devotees. 
Please be cautious as not to commit 
any offenses so your efforts will not 
be thwarted. 

I hope Lord Caitanya and Lord 
Nityananda and Srila Prabhupada 
will give their blessings to you nice 
devotees. Your servant." 

- Citi-Sakti Devi Dasi (ACBSP), Texas, USA 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your encourage- 
ment and appreciation. 

Yes, we are very cautious to 
not commit any offenses, and the 
only way to avoid making offenses 
is to only speak the truth, as truth, 
or dharma, can never be an of- 
fender - otherwise dharma would 
then be adharma (untruth), which 
is not possible! Srila Prabhupada 
explains: 

‘‘Apaisunam means that one 
should not find fault with oth- 
ers or correct them unneces- 
sarily. Of course to call a thief a 
thief is not faultfinding, but to 
call an honest person a thief is 
very much offensive for one who 
is making advancement in spir- 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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itual life." 

( Bhagavad-gitaAsItls , 16:1-3, purport) 

And we are very careful to en- 
sure that the contents are always 
truthful and accurate. We have al- 
ways requested those who may 
disagree with the contents to 
point out any errors, promising 
that we will happily print a retrac- 
tion. 36 issues and 9 years later, no 
one has yet to point out any un- 
truthful statements in BTP. 

The fiTP Exchange: "Hindu God" 

The following letter is from 
Rajesh Kumar Pandey, resident in 
USA and India. Our reply follows 
underneath the letter, with the au- 
thor's response beneath that. 

"Hare Krishna Editorji, 

At the outset, I would like to 
clearly emphasize that I am not 
connected with the "present - day" 
ISKCON in any way, though I have 
been visiting ISKCON temples since 
1 997 (I have stayed for 6 years in San 
Jose and 2 years in Seattle, currently 
I am back in India). My interest is in 
Lord Krishna, in the Bhagavad-gita, 
in satsang (“spiritual association" - 
Ed.) and in chanting the holy names 
of Bhagavan Krishna. In general, I 
have remained aloof from the fric- 
tion and tensions between the war- 
ring factions of ISKCON, though one 
of my closest friends who is a great 
devotee, is a follower of the Ritvik 
system, and I have gotten many op- 
portunities to glance at your mag- 
azine, as he subscribes to it. Indeed, 
your magazine answers many ques- 
tions that followers and well-wish- 
ers of ISKCON have wondered about, 
and that is the issue of many, many 
"gurus" falling down. In this respect, 
you have managed to remove many 
doubts that had crept in among 
many people, and therefore, are do- 
ing a commendable job. 

However, the main reason for 
my writing this letter is in reference 
to the article: 

"KRISHNA IS NOT A HINDU GOD" 
(BTP 32). 

Whereas I and most of us believ- 


ing Hindus would absolutely con- 
cur with your strong stand against 
ISKCON promoting and distributing 
a cartoon showing Lord Krishna as a 
mythical figure. This is to be severe- 
ly condemned. Because, we do not 
pray to someone who might have 
existed but to someone because of 
Whom we all exist - even to atheis- 
tic people who do not believe in the 
worship of Lord Krishna, Lord Rama, 
or any other personality from our 
Vedic scriptures, they have no solid 
ground to deny the historicity of any 
of these divine personalities. But, I 
would like to say that your attempts 
to "break away" from the Hindu fold 
is most disappointing. Lord Krishna 
cannot be separated from the Vedic 
/Hindu faith. 

Thanks, Hari Bol." 

Editor replies: 

Dear Rajeshji, 

Hare Krishna! The article in 
question does not make any ref- 
erence to the issue you have raised 
about the Vedic/Hindu faith. If you 
re-read the article carefully, you 
will see that it addresses one sim- 
ple contradiction. The word “God", 
by definition, refers to a personal- 
ity Who is the Supreme Being for 
all peoples at all times. Krishna 
is that personality. If Krishna was 
God only for the Hindus then He 
would not actually be God. A per- 
son is either God for everyone, or 
He is not God at all. Therefore the 
term "Hindu God", as applied to 
Krishna, is incorrect, contradicto- 
ry and an offense to Lord Krishna. 

"Either in the Hindu commu- 
nity, or Muslim community, gold 
is gold. Because gold is there in 
some Hindu community, no- 
body says "Hindu gold." Does an- 
ybody say, "It is Hindu gold" or 
"It is Christian gold"? No. Gold is 
gold. Similarly, God is one. There 
is no "Hindu God" or "Muslim 
God" or "Christian God." This is 
mistake. "We believe God in this 
way...," that is nonsense. No. God 
is one [...]." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 26/6/1975) 


I would request you to re-read 
the article in question and you will 
see there is not one statement 
contained within it that you will 
find to be untrue. 

I will be happy to subscribe 
you to BTP so that you can hence- 
forward read your own copy at lei- 
sure, and in this way you will not 
need to rely any more on "glancing" 
at someone else's copy, and there- 
by not be deprived of having the 
opportunity to read the contents 
carefully. Thank you. 


"Of course, no Hindu could have 
objection to Prabhupadji's state- 
ment that you have mentioned. 
Probably it might have been my mis- 
take in misunderstanding what your 
article meant to convey. 

Thanks for your offer of subscrip- 
tion of Back to Prabhupada. I apol- 
ogize if I have offended you in any 
way, but please trust it was not in- 
tentional. Hari Bol." 

-Rajesh Kumar Pandey 

The BTP Exchange: Clearing 
the garbage 

The following letter is from 
Svarupananda Das, from Mirepoix 
in France. Our reply follows un- 
derneath the letter, with the au- 
thor's response beneath that. 

"I was sent a copy of the mail 
you addressed to the Devotees in 
New Mayapura for a visit and an at- 
tempt to enlighten their conscious- 
ness back to Srila Prabhupada. (Ed- 
itor's note: This references an ex- 
change involving theTemple Pres- 
ident of New Mayapura, in which 
he banned the French IRM from 
visiting the temple, and which 
we featured in the last issue), lam 
also an initiated aspiring disciple of 
His Divine Grace whom I met in per- 
son, back in 1976 in France. And of 
course, I agree with you, there is NO 
ONE ELSE qualified in this world but 
Srila Prabhupada, as the Acarya of 
Sri Caitanya's Sankirtan movement! 

But I wish to humbly make an 
argument, if you don't mind, (maybe 


I'm wrong!), regarding the method 
by which you Prabhus (I mean, the 
IRM group) are trying to reform this 
sad situation! 

Tell me, who wants to hear ab- 
out all this garbage that you serve 
us with, over and over again in those 
magazines, even if it's the truth all 
right? But why not be positive in- 
stead and re-establish the truth by 
an attitude that will inspire the peo- 
ple to join our cause? (and you could 
inspire me too!). 

Srila Prabhupada in his days 
had to face the same situation with 
the Gaudiya Matha. Did he fight 
with them? I don't think so! He just 
went his own way trying his best to 
carry out the order of his spiritual 
master, until he got himself ready 
to accomplish his great mission with 
the success we know of. 

Humility should be the first atti- 
tude! And Prabhupada always said 
"An Acarya preaches by his example" 
He also said: "Purity is the force!" 

Happy New Year 20 1 2! 

Your friend in Srila Prabhupada's 
mission! Hare Krishna." 

Editor replies: 

Thank you for your letter. 
Please see our response below: 

1 ) You have asked who wants 
to read our magazines. Well, we 
have received thousands of letters 
from devotees who want to read 
such material, many of which we 
have printed in the magazine, and 
with each issue we receive more 
appreciation for the magazine, 
such that we are running 6 months 
behind in publishing the letters! 

2) Also, your example of Srila 
Prabhupada becoming the acarya 
of his own society is not relevant 
in this situation since we are not 
acaryas to start our own societies 
and initiate our own disciples as 
Srila Prabhupada did. Therefore, 
we are simply educating and en- 
lightening the devotees, many 
thousands of whom, as already 
stated, have benefited from our 
work. Because, as you have correct- 
ly stated, the situation currently in 
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(continued) 


ISKCON is "garbage". Which means 
either you condemn the devotees 
to continue to be contaminated 
and misled by such nonsense, or 
you help them by freeing them 
from the garbage, which we are 
doing very successfully. 

3) We have presented ma- 
ny quotes in BTP from Srila Prab- 
hupada supporting the work that 
we are doing, and demonstrating 
that we are taking the right course 
of action. One example is: 

"Our business is to point out 
who is not a saint." 

(Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, 10/4/1974) 


"Ok, I agree I was wrong. If your 
endeavors bring people to Prabhu- 
pada, then it is fair enough! 

I wish you will be able to change 
the situation in France someday! All 
glories to your service! H a r i bo I ." 
-Svarupananda Das 

The BTP Exchange: Srila 
Prabhupada's authority 

The following letter is from 
Giridhar Ghodkar, resident in Sin- 
gapore and India. Our reply fol- 
lows underneath the letter, with 
the author's response beneath 
that. 

"How does one tell the world 
with reference(s) that Srila Bhak- 
tisiddhanta Maharaja authorised 
our Srila Prabhupada to be a diksa 
guru ? Thanks." 

Editor replies: 

Indian man: "When did you 
become spiritual the leader of 
Krsna Consciousness?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "What is 
that?" 

Brahmananda:"He is asking 
when did you become the spir- 
itual leader of Krsna Conscious- 
ness?" 

Srila Prabhupada: "When my 
Guru Maharaja ordered me. This 
is the guru parampara ." 

Indian man: "Did it..." 

Srila Prabhupada:"Try to un- 
derstand. Don't go very speedily. 
A guru can become guru when 


he is ordered by his guru. That's 
all. Otherwise nobody can be- 
come guru." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 28/10/1975) 


"Thank you so much Prabhu. 
Hare Krsna." 

-Giridhar Ghodkar 

Sorting it out 

"Just do as Prabhupada asked 
and chant, do service and eat pras- 
ad and all your needs will be taken 
care of. Just do as Prabhupada says 
and chant the mantra as much as 
possible and everything will sort it- 
self out. Prabhupada is still with you." 
- Nicola Hayes, Worcester, England 

Editor replies: 

1) We are not interested in ful- 
filling "our needs", though we do 
appreciate that many persons may 
join ISKCON only for this reason. 
We are only interested in serving 
Srila Prabhupada! 

2) You have said "do service". 
Well, we are doing the following 
service: 

"Unfortunately, when the 
acarya disappears, rogues and 
non-devotees take advantage 
and immediately begin to in- 
troduce unauthorized princi- 
ples in the name of so-called 
svamis, yogis, philanthropists, 
welfare workers and so on. [...] 
The acarya, the authorized rep- 
resentative of the Supreme 
Lord, establishes these princi- 
ples, but when he disappears, 
things once again become dis- 
ordered. The perfect disciples 
of the acarya try to relieve the 
situation by sincerely following 
the instructions of the spiritual 
master." 

(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4.28.48, purport) 

And Srila Prabhupada has giv- 
en many instructions of the type: 

"Write vigorous articles to 
kick on the face of these rascals. 
[..] Do you think it is nice? You 
are talking all nonsense, and I 
have to believe you?" 

(Srila Prabhupada Morning Walk, 19/4/1973) 


Only, such "rascals" are now 
masquerading as leaders of Srila 
Prabhupada's movement and mis- 
leading all the devotees by "talk- 
ing all nonsense", and we are tak- 
ing the lead in smashing such non- 
sense. 

3) Clearly, you yourself do not 
believe that simply by chanting 
Hare Krishna "everything will sort 
itself out", otherwise you would 
not have written to us instructing 
us how we should sort ourselves 
out! You clearly believe that one 
should also take the trouble to in- 
form others regarding what the 
correct path is. Well, this all the 
IRM is doing! 

4) Indeed, Srila Prabhupada 
does not say that one should only 
chant Hare Krishna as an alterna- 
tive to taking practical action: 

"All those who are interested 
in Krsna consciousness... There- 
fore we have given time, sixteen 
rounds. But you are not Harida- 
sa Thakura that you'll be able to 
chant whole day and night. If 
without working, if you chant, 
that is, the highest state. That 
you cannot do. Then you sleep. 
That's all. So know that. The min- 
imum quantity, sixteen rounds 
chant, and that will take not 
more than two hours. And oth- 
er twenty-two hours, you be al- 
ways busy in Krsna's activities. 
That is required. [...] 

This is upasate . So work is 
there. Just like Arjuna. Arjuna 
is fighting. That is also Krsna 
consciousness. Yudhyasva mam 
anusmara [ Bg . 8.7]. Krsna said 
that "You chant... You remember 
Me. At the same time, fight." Yud- 
hyasva mam anusmara . He never 
said that "Simply fight" or "Sim- 
ply chant," because in the ma- 
terial world that is not possi- 
ble. Therefore chanting must 
be there, but at the same time, 
you have to work how to contin- 
ue this movement." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 5/2/1975) 

5) You are correct that Srila 


Prabhupada is with us all, and this 
is why his physical absence does 
not necessitate that we accept im- 
postors as his intermediaries, for 
we do not need them to contact 
Srila Prabhupada. 

ATP saves lives! 

"Save this movement!" 

- Janardana Das, Oregon, USA 

"All glories to Srila Prabhupada, 
Guru and Gauranga! Thanks so 
much. I am quite isolated and can 
keep in touch now! Your service is 
soul saving! Your humble servant" 

- Bhakta Luke Hedley, New South Wales, Aus- 
tralia 

"Let me offer my respectful obei- 
sances to HDG Srila Prabhupada 
and to those who are fighting un- 
der his banner to save the abused 
and cheated conditioned souls by 
the false gurus. 

By Prabhupada's grace, one of 
his disciples gave me one copy of 
Bhagavad-gita and another one of 
Srimad-Bhagavatam first canto in 
my parent's house, where I spent 
some holidays in Corsica. Born in the 
Catholic religion and later interested 
by Buddhism I always felt a void so I 
was very happy to read Bhagavad- 
gita. I realised that I got a very val- 
uable book which gave me answers 
and great help. 

In 7 978, living and working in 
Germany, I met by mail Accedhya 
Das and he invited me to Schloss 
Rettershof. I spent one weekend 
there, with morning program and 
prasadam with other guests. This 
visit impressed me, so I decided to 
follow the regulative principles giv- 
en by Srila Prabhupada and to in- 
spire my wife and children to do the 
same. I wanted other French books, 
Accedhya Das told me to ask to 
ISKCON New Mayapura and in 7 979 
I wrote to Vrisakriti Das who sent 
me a tape with the Ma ha-mantra 
by Srila Prabhupada, and a japa- 
mala (chanting beads - Ed.). He 
later invited me to meet His Grace 
Bhagavan Das (one of the origi- 
nal 1 1 guru hoaxers - Ed.) but by 
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Krishna and Prabhupada's grace it 
was not possible for me at this time. 

In the '80s and '90s there was 
a cut ; no contact with the devo- 
tees, I was just reading Prabhupa- 
da's books. I went to Corsica with 
my family. In 2003 1 was in contact 
by Internet with Nitai Gaura Sun- 
dar Das from Paris and Aprakrita 
Das from Canada. Recently I have 
met some devotees from Firenze, It- 
aly, preaching in Corsica. So I started 
again to follow the regulative prin- 
ciples and to chant 16 rounds a day. 
With Prabhupada's grace I can real- 
ize that I, a spirit soul, part and par- 
cel of Krishna, am envious of Him, 
and desiring to give up my eternal 
position of servant, I got a material 
body and by interaction of the three 
gunas (modes of material nature 
- Ed.), I wander in the material uni- 
verse trying to satisfy my senses. I 
want to be free from false ego, pu- 
rify my heart and mind, qualify my- 
self to recover my eternal position of 
servant of the Lord with the help of 
Srila Prabhupada and his real disci- 
ples. 

For me it's obvious that the only 
ISKCON authority is Founder- Acarya 
His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta 
Swami Prabhupada, and his repre- 
sentatives must follow the orders 
given in his July 9th, 1 977 letter, to 
initiate on his behalf and to lead 
ISKCON without change. The new 
initiates become Srila Prabhupada's 
disciples. He showed the example 
to the whole world in following his 
Guru Maharaja's orders. He gave us 
his teachings and his books, and his 
disciples who follow his orders will 
revive ISKCON and save the condi- 
tioned souls cheated by the self-au- 
thorized gurus who made the big- 
gest offense to Srila Prabhupada's 
lotus feet. 

I hope to not commit any off- 
ense, forgive this conditioned soul 
taking your precious time to read this 
letter. All glories to Krishnakant, IRM, 
BTP and all the devotees who are 
fighting the false gurus under the 
banner of Srila Prabhupada, ISKCON 
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Diksa Guru for the 9,500 years to 
come. All glories to Srila Prabhu- 
pada! Hare Krishna! Servant of the 
servant of the servant of the Lord." 

- Bhakta Andre Vallecalle, Corsica, France 

BTP exposes corruption 

"Hare Krishna. I hate corruption. 
Please guide me." 

- Rahashree Rao, Bangalore, India 

"It's a big shame that things 
didn't go the way it should have 
with Prabhupada's orders, but it's 
the way it is and the movement is 
now corrupted, this has to be ex- 
posed. Prabhupada is the real guru." 
-Ramses, Brasil, Aruba 

"The information in the maga- 
zine was shocking. I want to learn 
more! Thank you!" 

- David Cavall, North Carolina, USA 

"Hari Bol! Dear devotees of the 
Lord and dear followers of HDG 
Prabhupada, I am a subscriber of 
your beautiful magazine. Keep on 
the good fight against the forces 
of darkness and corruption! Hare 
Krsna!" 

- Frank Kroener, Braubach, Germany 

A beacon of truth, light and 
purity 

"Hare Krishna, Dandavat Pran- 
am. Back to Prabhupada (IRM) - 
wonderful truth. Jai Jagat Guru Srila 
Prabhupada!" 

- Vikram Singh H. Parmar, Hubli, India 

"Love to hear the truth." 

- Sri Dharum Devi, Durban, South Africa 

"The "Beacon of Light" has to be 
re-lit robustly and with studious ag- 
gression." 

- Jitendra Jadeja, Isleworth, England 

"Thank you for what you are do- 
ing - Keeping the message of the 
Guru pure." 

- Arthur Gagnon, Massachusetts, USA 

The treasure of BTP 

"Every issue of BTP is a real treas- 
ure." 

- Professor Prafulla C. Mishra, Head of Eng- 
lish Department, Jawaharlal Nehru College, 
Pasighat, India 

"Received BTP in post just now, 


plus book. Thanks for the gift - it ar- 
rived with my birthday cards for to- 
morrow!" 

- Elizabeth Wittig, Watford, England 

"You are doing perfect service. 
How could earthly words explain 
this wonderful way you are helping 
us see the truth!" 

- Kishori Simonson, Carriere, USA 

"This is the info collection that 
one needs to show the non-believ- 
ers." 

- Ralph Jennings, Mississippi, USA 

"Thank you for your time and 
your beautiful publications. Nam- 
aste!" 

- Anthony Prater, Virginia, USA 

"How can the so-called leaders 
of ISKCON: Not read Srila Prabhu- 
pada's but read, and admit to read- 
ing, any other translation by any 
and every body. Instead of distrib- 
uting Srila Prabhupada's Books, or 
going on Hari Nama, or Prasadam 
Distribution, these folks have creat- 
ed industries out of "editing", "meet- 
ings", staying back to avoid any hint 
at preaching. 

YOU, on the other hand write, 
print, and distribute the most wide- 
ly circulated Srila Prabhupada Hare 
Krsna publication on this planet. 
You are THE Preacher... you embar- 
rass them!!!!! Your new feature BTP 
Interactive is seamless, smooth 
and an excellent editorial adjust- 
ment. Your latest issue is a real 
breakthrough for my thinking: no 
big exposes, no mountains of devi- 
ation, just "reform yourselves, let's 
get Back To Prabhupada." 

- Ramai Devi Dasi, West Virginia, USA 

"Thank you for doing a GREAT 
service to Srila Prabhupada! 

Your good service to restore 
Srila Prabhupada as rightful initiat- 
ing guru is noticed and appreciated." 

- Joe Jernigan, Chattanooga, USA 

"Keep up the good job!" 

-R.Vivek, Bangalore, India 

"Hare Krishna. I received the 
Back To Prabhupada Special Su- 
mmary Issue a few days ago and 
wanted to thank you. 

Very informative. I have been in- 


volved in the movement since 1 974. 
I am a life member and lived in the 
Brooklyn and Washington DC tem- 
ples for about 6 months. I spent 
some weekends in the East Hartford, 
CT temple in 1 979- 1 980. 1 have not 
been in a temple since then when I 
learned that Prabhupada's disciples 
were initiating independently of him, 
and if I wanted initiation I had to sur- 
render to Satsvarupa Das Goswami. 
I am very, very glad that I did not. 
I did not pursue initiation or con- 
tinue to live in the temple for a va- 
riety of reasons. One important rea- 
son was that, in my opinion, the 
temple leaders were seriously de- 
viating from Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions and ethics, i.e. collecting mon- 
ey under false pretense and quoting 
Prabhupada out of context in order 
to justify their deviant behavior. Ob- 
viously, this did not work as illustrat- 
ed by the falldowns, thievery and 
bickering that has permeated the 
society since Prabhupada's passing. 
Keep up the good work and I look 
forward to the next issue. Do you 
accept donations to assist in your 
work?" 

- Paul Diglio, New Haven, USA 

Editor replies: 

We do accept donations to as- 
sist the free distribution of our lit- 
eratures. Anyone wishing to do so 
may contact us directly. 

"Thank you for this wonderful 
service. Your servant." 

- Suvarna Manjari Dasi, Northland, New Zea- 
land 

"PAMHO! All glories to Srila Pra- 
bhupada! Thank you so much. May 
Lord Nitai Gauranga Bless you!" 

- Jelena Manestar, London, England 

"Hari bo I! All glories to Srila Pra- 
bhupada! Keep up the great work! " 

- Daniel Tanevski, Perth, Australia 

"Please if possible send EXTRA 
copies so I can give them to other 
people. Thanks." 

- Pat Cooksey, Kansas, USA 

Editor replies: 

So that copies do not get wast- 
ed, it's easier if you encourage the 
other persons to subscribe directly. 
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“In the Dress of a Police If He Is a Thief, 

That Is Very Dangerous.” 

I f a bottle of poison is marked "poison" people will naturally avoid it. But if it is mislabelled as "medicine", then masses of people can be duped 
into taking it. Similarly, the most dangerous cheating is that which is done in the name of Srila Prabhupada, as this deliberately seeks to take 
advantage of devotees' natural attraction, trust and faith in Srila Prabhupada - which one would not otherwise be able to garner - for the pur- 
pose of self-aggrandisement. In our feature article on pages 4-5, we detail both: how this cheating is being perpetrated in the ISKCON world; and 
what must be done to combat it. Below, we present Srila Prabhupada speaking out on the nature of such cheating tactics. Throughout, we have 
added underlining for emphasis. 


Greatest disservice 


Misrepresentation more 
dangerous 

"In the dress of a police if he is o 
thief, that is very dangerous. That is 
very dangerous. Just like this dress of 
sannyasi, saffron cloth, one will re- 
spect that "Here is a sannyasi "But 
if he is a thief in a dress of a sannya- 
si, that is dangerous." 

(Questions and Answers, 17/1/1974) 

"So Ravana had ten heads. [. . .] 
He became a sannyasi and he went 
to take some alms from Sita. The 
purpose was to cheat, to enter. Be- 
cause according to Vedic civiliza- 
tion. a sannyasi has open door. He 
can even go inside ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 5/7/1971) 

"Because Mayavada philosophy 
is disguised as Vedanta philosophy, 
it is more dangerous than Buddhism 
or atheism." 

( Teachings of Lord Caitanya, chapter 25) 

"Although the Buddhists are di- 
rectly opposed to Vaisnava philoso- 
phy, it can easily be understood that 
the Sankarites are more dangerous 
because they accept the authority of 
the Vedas yet act contrary to Vedic 
instruction ." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila, 6:1 68) 

Note: The deviants who claim 
to accept Srila Prabhupada's au- 
thority are more dangerous than 
those who make no such claim. 

Destroys religious life 

"Indra took up the saffron-color- 
ed dress as a wav of cheating others. 
This saffron dress has been misused 
by many imposters who present 
themselves as liberated persons or 
incarnations of God. In this wav peo- 
ple are cheated ." 

(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4:19:12, purport) 


"In order to make trouble and 
impede the performance of King 
Prthu's great sacrifice, King Indra has 
adopted some means that in the fu- 
ture will destroy the clear path of re- 
ligious life . I draw your attention to 
this fact. If you oppose him any fur- 
ther, he will further misuse his pow- 
er and introduce many other irreli- 
gious systems." 

(. Srimad-Bhagavatam , 4:1 9:31 ) 

"Consequently he stole the horse 
and hid himself amid so many irre- 
ligious personalities, taking on the 
false guise of a sannyasi. Such ac- 
tivities are attractive to the people 
in general: therefore they are dan- 
gerous ." 

( Srimad-Bhagavatam , 4:19:36) 

Note: Cheating in the name of 
religion is especially pernicious 
since it destroys the clear path of 
religious life. And today we see this 
is what has happened in ISKCON; it 
is now a movement full of hodge- 
podge, contradictory teachings. 


"Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasva- 
ti Thakura comments that there are 
many materialistic persons who be- 
come preachers, gurus, religionists 
or philosophers only for the sake of 
maintaining a high standard of liv- 
ing and sense gratification for them- 
selves and their families. Sometimes 
they adopt the dress of a sannyasi 
or preacher [. . .] Thus they spread a 
network of business schemes to col- 
lect money for sense gratification 
by cheating people in general who 
have no knowledge of pure devo- 
tional service ." 

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta , Antya-lila, 9:69) 
"So your position is like that, 


simply if you have a tilaka and a 
kanthi, that does not mean that you 
belong to the Krsna consciousness 
movement. Any cheater can do that. 
You must know the philosophy. If 
one challenges, you must reply. 1...1 
If you do not know the philosophy 
of Krsna consciousness, if you sim- 
ply mark your body with tilaka and 
kanthi, then you are not proper serv- 
ant, you are not qualified." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 4/6/1976) 
Note: The contradictory gib- 
berish we feature from ISKCON 
leaders every issue demonstrates 
that they clearly do not know phi- 
losophy. Indeed, as we demon- 
strate on the next page, they do 
not even know the ABCs of Krishna 
consciousness. 


"So Caitanya Mahaprabhu has 
remarked that the Buddhists are 
honest. They frankly say that "We 
don't accept your Vedas." But the 
Shankarites, they are cheaters, be- 
cause they are accepting Vedas, but 
on the basis of Buddha philosophy. 
That is cheating ." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 17/9/1972) 

"If you want to cheat others, you 
cheat in your own wav. Why do you 
take Bhagavad-gita? [...] That is 
great cheating, great cheating. [. . .] 
He is preaching his own ideas and 
taking Bhagavad-gita." 

(Morning Walk, 25/12/1976) 

Note: ISKCON's guru hoaxers 
should be honest and attempt to 
become gurus on their own str- 
ength through starting their own 
societies, instead of simply using 
Srila Prabhupada's movement and 
teachings - see diagram on page 3. 


"That will be the greatest diss- 
ervice to Krsna, if we work so hard 
to make a man a devotee and then 
seeing the older members taking in- 
toxication and doing all nonsense, 
they become lost to Krsna, that is the 
greatest sin." 

(Srila Prabhupada Letter, date unknown) 

"Many are hankering after spirit- 
ual advancement, but many cheat- 
ers come, take advantage of their 
money, bluff them and go away." 
(Srimad-Bhagavatam, 4:25:13, purport) 

Note: As over 1/3 of ISKCON's 
gurus have so far "fallen down", 
tens of thousands of disciples of 
the false gurus in ISKCON have had 
their faith shattered due to those 
who had falsely portrayed them- 
selves as 'good as God', "doing all 
nonsense " and then "going away". 

Srila Prabhupada's warning 

"So any Indian, so-called sadhu 
and guru comes, they go there. But 
they are cheated unfortunately. So 
you make vour society so strong that 
you be not cheated, and others may 
not cheat . Then it will be first-class. 
And if you make another society of 
cheaters and cheated, there is no 
profit. Therefore you have to follow 
the rules and regulations very strict- 
ly and become serious. Then you'll 
be ideal. People are in need of some 
spiritual energy. Therefore, as soon 
as some swam is or guru comes, they 
flock together to get some food. But 
these rascals are cheating. So you 
don't do that ." 

(Morning walk, 14/6/1974) 

Note: Unfortunately, ISKCON 
has become a society of cheaters 
and cheated - see BTP 33, Editorial. 


Be honest 


Kali-chela cheaters 
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The ABCs of Krishna Consciousness 


T he different issues highlighted 
in BTP may appear to address 
complex philosophical matters, 
relevant only for "senior devotees" 
to debate and decide on. Howev- 
er, these issues actually deal with 
the very basic principles of spir- 
itual life, without understanding 
which one has not begun to un- 
derstand even the ABCs of Krishna 
consciousness - never mind claim 
the lofty position of guru, who 
guides others. 

Guru must be self-realised 

Srila Prabhupada states reg- 
arding the Bhagavad-gita, that: 

"The Bhagavad-gita is the 
ABCD. It is just beginning of un- 
derstanding of what is God. ABC." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 27/2/1973) 

And one of the most basic ver- 
ses in Bhagavad-gita, known to all 
devotees, is verse 4:34: 

"Just try to learn the truth by 
approaching a spiritual master. 
Inquire from him submissive- 
ly and render service unto him. 
The self-realized soul can impart 
knowledge unto you because he 
has seen the truth." 

This states that the spiritual 
master from whom we must learn 
the truth and serve, is a "self-real- 
ised soul". So this is what an "ABC" 
verse in the "ABC" book states. Very 
elementary. Yet, ISKCON's gurus 
have yet to even grasp this ele- 
mentary understanding: 

"there may be so many oth- 
er types of personality traits or 
even lack of realization that may 
be there within a spiritual mas- 
ter. But still saksad-hari. Still he 
has to be treated as good as God, 
otherwise the process doesn't 
work." 

(HH Sivarama Swami, 11/1/2009, emphas- 
is added) 

Where is the quote? 

Again turning to the "ABC" bo- 
ok Bhagavad-gita, Srila Prabhup- 
ada states: 

"Besides that, one should not 


talk nonsense. When speaking 
in spiritual circles, one's state- 
ments must be upheld by the 
scriptures. One should at once 
quote from scriptural authori- 
ty to back up what he is saying." 
(Bhagavad-gita As It Is, 17:15, purport) 

Again an elementary point, 
necessary to prevent "talking non- 
sense". Yet, a sample statement 
from another ISKCON guru, HG 
Sankarshan Das ("SAD"), claims: 

"Someone can read Prabh- 
upada's books and accept Pra- 
bhupada as their spiritual mas- 
ter and then surrender to his in- 
struction to take initiation from 
one of his disciples." 

(SAD, 13/6/2012) 

But no quote is provided to 
support the assertion that Srila 
Prabhupada gave an instruction 
"to take initiation from one of his 
disciples ", as required by the sim- 
ple teaching given in the Bhaga- 
vad-gita. Ironically, this unsupport- 
ed statement from SAD is titled as: 
"Answers by citing the Vedic Version "! 
Yet, he only cites the fabrications 
present in his mind, for there is no 
statement from Srila Prabhupada 
in which he says: "take initiation 
from one of my disciples". Anyone 
can check and verify this simple 
truth for themselves. Hence, Srila 
Prabhupada's basic insistence that 
rather than "talk nonsense", one 
should instead "quote from scrip- 
tural authority to back up what 
he is saying." 

Understanding simple English 

Srila Prabhupada may state 
that although something can be 
done, it still should not be done. 
For example, he states that al- 
though one "can" worship demi- 
gods, it should not be done: 

"those who are interested for 
material profit, they can worship 
demigods. [...] So our concern is 
we don't want any material prof- 
it; we want Krsna. Therefore we 
do not require to worship dem- 
igods." 


(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 15/4/1972) 
Similarly, Srila Prabhupada 
states that, although non-uttama- 
adhikaris can accept disciples, they 
should not, nor should students 
accept such persons as gurus: 

"One should not become a 
spiritual master unless he has 
attained the platform of uttama- 
adhikari. A neophyte Vaisnava or 
a Vaisnava situated on the inter- 
mediate platform can also accept 
disciples, but such disciples must 
be on the same platform, and it 
should be understood that they 
cannot advance very well toward 
the ultimate goal of life under his 
insufficient guidance. Therefore 
a disciple should be careful to ac- 
cept an uttama-adhikari as a spir- 
itual master." 

(Nectar of Instruction, Verse 5, purport) 

So again, simple "ABCs": 

a) Something can be done 

b) But do not do it 

Yet, ISKCON's leaders under- 
stand this statement to mean the 
exact opposite: 

"'Well, should a guru's role 
just be an uttama-adhikariTThen 
they also raise the fact that this 
certainly would pose problems 
and it's not necessarily what 
Srila Prabhupada's statements on 
the subject are about. [...] But in 
spreading Chaitanya Mahaprab- 
hu's movement, Srila Prabhupada 
indicated that devotees who are 
madhyam-adhikaris or devotees 
who are kanistha-adhikaris, they 
can also do that service" 

(HH Sivarama Swami, 16/5/2012) 

Thus, unable to understand 
simple English, Srila Prabhupada's 
clear prohibition against non-utfa- 
ma-adhikari gurus is claimed to 
"not necessarily" be so on the ba- 
sis of what can be done. But un- 
less something can be done, the 
question of whether it should be 
done would not even arise. There- 
fore, what is actually relevant is 
whether it should be done, and 
Srila Prabhupada states clearly 
that it should not. 


Siddhanta, not size 

ISKCON guru HG Kripamoya 
Das claims that ISKCON: 

"is the largest international 
organisation of its kind [...] and 
will continue to do much good" 
while having earlier attempt- 
ed to minimise the IRM by claim- 
ing (falsely) that: 

"Beyond the website hyper- 
bole though, it's just three or 
four blokes in their bedrooms." 
(HG Kripamoya Das, " Who is an ISKCON 
Member?" 21/6/2012) 

But, what matters is wheth- 
er or not one is following correct- 
ly, not the size of one's following: 
"It is not difficult to notice that 
people have lost their spiritual in- 
terest. And almost all those who 
are actually interested are being 
cheated by so-called spiritualists. 
You cannot judge a movement 
simply by the number of its fol- 
lowers. If one man is genuine, 
then the movement is success- 
ful. It is not a question of quan- 
tity, but quality ." 

(Science of Self-Realisation, emphasis added) 
And we have continually doc- 
umented how ISKCON is cheating 
its followers on a very large scale. 
Therefore, one must only concern 
oneself with the truth of one's sid- 
dhanta, or conclusion, not one's 
size. Because if one is on the right 
path, one's size is irrelevant. And 
if one is on the wrong path, again 
one's size is irrelevant. 

Conclusion 

The above are examples of ba- 
sic principles: 

a) such as being able to unders- 
tand simple instructions etc., which 
are required in order to even begin 
Krishna consciousness, and; 

b) which are misunderstood by 
those who are supposed to be 
the most advanced devotees in 
ISKCON - the gurus and GBCs - who 
are guiding the rest of the society. 

Thus, the actual issue before us 
is that ISKCON's leaders do not yet 
even understand that "2+2 = 4"! 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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Accepting Srila Prabhupada’s Books 


I n the Preface to Srimad-Bhaga- 
vatam, it is stated: 

"Such transcendental litera- 
tures, even though irregularly 
composed, are heard, sung and 
accepted by purified men who 
are thoroughly honest." 

And the opposite of such hon- 
esty is duplicity: 

"Your dealings must be very 
honest, not duplicity." 

(Srila Prabhupada Lecture, 14/12/1972) 
Thus, in order to accept the 
transcendental literatures that 
comprise Srila Prabhupada's books, 
one must be "thoroughly honest", 
rather than duplicitous. 

In the examples below, all em- 
phases have been added. 

Duplicitous recommendation 1 

On the "Guru-disciple" course 
presented by ISKCON UK, one of 
the presenters, ISKCON guru HG 
Kripamoya Das ("KMD"), reco- 
mmends, in response to the ques- 
tion of whom to accept as guru, 
that: 

"Obviously we recommend 
that it should be a guru in 
ISKCON." 

In regards to initiation, KMD 
states: 

"it stands to reason that you 
cannot be Initiated into ISKCON/ 
That would make an organiz- 
ation a sampradaya, which it 
isn't. I have even heard the ex- 
pression: Tve been initiated by 
ISKCON/ which makes the organ- 
ization a guru - which it isn't." 
(KMD, 20/6/2012) 

This is the exact opposite of 
what is stated by another ISKCON 
guru, HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS"): 
"Therefore we should need 
to highlight that this initiation 
means initiation into ISKCON. 
In India, people, they relate to 
us as the ISKCON parampara. 
We're not exactly the ISKCON 
parampara or ISKCON sampr- 
adaya, we're Brahma Madhava 
Gaudiya sampradaya . But it is! 
It's initiation into a Society, in 


which our revered spiritual mas- 
ter plays an important role." 

(SRS, Initiation lecture, 11/1/2009) 

So, KMD is recommending that 
we take initiation from someone 
who, according to him, does not 
even know what initiation is! 

Duplicitous recommendation 2 

KMD states: 

"Well, firstly, ISKCON was es- 
tablished for the propagation of 
'spiritual knowledge to society at 
large and to educate all people 
in the techniques of spiritual life / 
So it's not just another organi- 
zation for chopper pilots, or the 
manufacturing of goods, or the 
provision of services for com- 
mercial profit. Although ISKCON 
values pilots, goods and servic- 
es, the organization was started 
for producing something else. " 
(KMD, 20/6/2012) 

The exact opposite is under- 
stood by another ISKCON guru, 

HH Bhakti Charu Swami ("BCS"): 

"Maharaja (BCS - Ed.) was dis- 
cussing his plans to create new 
opportunities for the youth 
of ISKCON. He had mentioned 
previously in South Africa that 
ISKCON needed to create the op- 
portunities to engage the youth 
helping maintain them whilst 
keeping them in good associa- 
tion. He mentioned his plans to 
set up a residential flight acade- 
my in Ujjain where one can come 
and train to become a pilot from 
all over the world." 

(BCS Istagosthi, 12/5/2006) 

So, KMD is recommending that 
we accept initiation in ISKCON 
from someone who, according to 
him, does not even know what the 
purpose of ISKCON is! 

Duplicitous recommendation 3 

KMD defines a diksa guru as: 

"the 'thought-leader' memb- 
er. Inspiration, philosophical as- 
tuteness, systematic education, 
pastoral care, mentoring, pro- 
tecting the new convert, prepar- 


ing them for initiation, and initi- 
ating them is the contribution of 
this type of member." 

(KMD, The Vaishnava Voice, 13/6/2012) 

However, on KMD's "Guru-dis- 
ciple" course, it is also stated that 
"systematic education, pastoral care, 
mentoring" are not provided by an 
ISKCON guru: 

"the spiritual master may on- 
ly meet you once a year perhaps. 
[...] But you're not communicat- 
ing with him on a daily basis. So 
how will you advance in your 
spiritual life? So siksa is a very 
important principle in spiritu- 
al life, with the guide and men- 
tor that you have is regularly in 
touch with you, helping you on 
a daily basis. [...] But in terms 
of direct, personal instruction 
- you know. I'll be lucky if I get 
a minute. I'll be lucky if I get a 
smile." 

Whereas, Srila Prabhupada 
does provide "inspiration and sys- 
tematic education ": 

"Srila Prabhupada's instruc- 
tions are the essential teachings 
for every ISKCON devotee." 

(GBC Resolutions 1994, Founder Acarya State- 
ment) 

"A duly initiated disciple in 
ISKCON [...] During his devo- 
tional life, he may experience 
that he derives more spiritual 
inspiration from Srila Prabhu- 
pada's books and vani than from 
his own diksa- guru." 

(GBC Resolutions 2000) 

Thus, KMD recommends 
ISKCON gurus, rather than Srila 
Prabhupada, as the diksa guru, 
even though Srila Prabhupada, 
rather than the ISKCON gurus, fits 
the definition of diksa guru that 
KMD himself gives! 

Duplicitous recommendation 4 

ISKCON guru BCS has all along 
recommended SRS and his writ- 
ings as most spiritually exalted: 

"This indeed indicates your 
exalted spiritual position. [...] 
Your writings are also a clear in- 


dication of your exalted spiritu- 
al position." 

(BCS Letter to SRS, September 2003) 

BCS also states: 

"We do not have to follow 
some gopi, imagine some gopi, 
and imagine our identity in rela- 
tion with that gopi and so forth. 
Artificially. [...] There is no need 
to artificially imagining some- 
thing and then end up losing 
your spiritual life." 

(BCS Lecture, 1/7/2012) 

However, SRS's writings are full 
of such " gopi imagination": 

"In one nocturnal encount- 
er Acyutananda met his spirit- 
ual master in his gopi form and 
came to understand the elev- 
en aspects of his own spiritual 
identity, such as his name and 
services. In another encounter, 
he perceived himself as a gopi 
serving Radha and Krsna in Vra- 
ja [...] Acyutananda Dasa is a fic- 
tional character, as are the other 
personalities, places (other than 
the holy dhamas), and events in 
this narrative." 

(SRS, Suddha Bhakti Cintamani) 

Thus, BCS is happy to recom- 
mend SRS and his writings as spir- 
itually exalted, even though BCS 
also claims that these same writ- 
ings can lead to one losing one's 
spiritual life! 

Conclusion 

To recommend that which one 
himself does not agree with, is du- 
plicitous, rather than "thoroughly 
honest" behaviour. In our previous 
article, " The ABCs of Krishna Con- 
sciousness", we detailed how those 
who are supposed to be the most 
advanced devotees in Krishna con- 
sciousness do not even under- 
stand the basics of Krishna con- 
sciousness. Such a lack of under- 
standing is only to be expected, if, 
as we document in every BTP is- 
sue, they do not even possess the 
basic quality required to accept 
Srila Prabhupada's books - hones- 
ty, rather than duplicity. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 
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ISKCON’s Parallel World: 


Double Standards 


I n BTP 35 we established how 
ISKCON has constructed a par- 
allel world for its followers, where- 
in an alternate false reality has 
been created, oblivious to the 
actual reality being experienced 
by the rest of the world outside 
ISKCON. This parallel world relies 
on various devices for its mainte- 
nance. One technique that is fun- 
damental is the creation of double 
standards. Here, what is consid- 
ered reality in the parallel world, 
can simultaneously be consid- 
ered false, and vice versa. Below 
are some examples. All emphases 
below have been added. 

Krishna's sanction sanctioned 

In response to a question re- 
garding how one can definitive- 
ly recognise who our diksa guru is, 

HH Sivarama Swami ("SRS") an- 
swers as follows: 

"how do we know who Kri- 
shna sends us as spiritual mas- 
ter? It should... He'll confirm it, 
we should feel that Krishna's 
confirming it within our hearts." 
(SRS, Podcast 28/4/2012) 

SRS claims that selecting the 
diksa guru is purely a matter of the 
heart, and that Krishna will sanc- 
tion the diksa guru by making us 
feel it within our hearts. This means 
that, according to SRS's reasoning, 
if anyone "feels" within their heart 
that Krishna is confirming that Srila 
Prabhupada is their diksa guru, 
then this decision is sanctioned 
by Krishna. Yet, SRS also states that 
if Krishna dare issue such a "ritvik" 
sanction, then His decision itself 
must be subject to sanctions!: 

"This same instruction is re- 
flected in the direction of the 
GBC Body, the ultimate authori- 
ty for ISKCON, in their 1990 law 
regarding ritviks and their doc- 
trine : [...] The tone of the above 
law makes it quite clear that per- 
sons who are in breach of it can 
expect to be the object of seri- 
ous sanctions ." 

(SRS Letter to all devotees, 17/7/2008) 


Therefore, in ISKCON's parallel 
world, the methodology for select- 
ing a diksa guru is only valid if it ful- 
fils ISKCON leaders' desire to take 
Srila Prabhupada's position. And 
where this desire is impeded, the 
same methodology must be sub- 
ject to " serious sanctions". 

Never said it clearly 

HH Jayadvaita Swami ("JAS")'s 

paper Where the Ritvik People are 
Wrong is routinely promoted by 
other ISKCON leaders as an author- 
itative "rebuttal" against the IRM's 
position, and has been translat- 
ed into various languages. The pa- 
per's underlying reasoning is giv- 
en in its introduction and conclu- 
sion, in the form of the following 
"rule of thumb": 

"If Srila Prabhupada didn't 
clearly and definitely say it, and 
if it first came up after 1977, 
whatever it is, don't trust it." 

Yet, the GBC's current position 
on the initiation system for ISKCON 
is based on JAS violating his own 
rule! 

1) JAS sent an e-mail to the 
GBC on 13/12/2003 which stated 
that Srila Prabhupada's authoris- 
ing those who were appointed as 
ritviks to become diksa gurus was 
at best only "implicit": 

"Srila Prabhupada never qu- 
ite comes out and says: "select 
some of you to take up the serv- 
ice of initiating new disciples," 
does he? Yes, I agree it's implicit . 
[...] Now, I agree that what His 
Divine Grace intended by this 
was that these rtviks, after his 
departure, would initiate disci- 
ples on their own and that this 
is implicit in the conversation ." 

2) The definition of "implicit", 
according to the Oxford dictionary, 
is " suggested though not directly ex- 
pressed", which means exactly the 
same as "not clearly and definitely". 
And the idea that 1 1 ritviks should 
become guru successors was also 
first announced to the society at 
the 1 978 GBC meetings. 


3) The GBC agreed with this 
analysis given by JAS, and used it 
to generate the following GBC res- 
olution: 

"RESOLVED: "On My Order- 
Understood" is replaced as offi- 
cial GBC policy by the following 
statement: The GBC officially ac- 
cepts the following conclusions 
about continuing the disciplic 
succession: [...] the GBC conc- 
ludes that Srila Prabhupada in- 
tended his disciples to become 
"regular gurus" after he physical- 
ly departed. 

(GBC Resolution 409, 2004) 

Therefore, the GBC's current 
position on how the disciplic suc- 
cession should continue is based 
on JAS violating his own " rule of 
thumb" that anything implicit and 
first given after 1977 should be re- 
jected. Although this "rule" was in- 
voked (without success - see reply 
to JAS's paper on the IRM website: 
www.iskconirm.com) in an attempt 
to remove the impediment to 
ISKCON leaders' desire to take Srila 
Prabhupada's position, it was dis- 
carded in order to allow the same 
desire to be fulfilled! 

Living guru initiation 

In order to foster the idea that 
ISKCON members must take initi- 
ation from a person who is physi- 
cally present - and, therefore, one 
of the ISKCON guru hoaxers, rather 
than Srila Prabhupada - SRS claims: 
"Well, the issue's accepting a 
spiritual master, the qualification 
for initiation is based upon hav- 
ing a proper relationship. When 
there actually a real live rela- 
tionship is there between spirit- 
ual master and disciple, and par- 
ticularly when one is equipped 
and mature enough to follow 
vows of initiation. [...] So spirit- 
ual master is someone that you 
should know and they should 
know you. [...] However, yes, the 
answer is that one should spend 
enough time with one's spiritual 
master. [...] Because the spiritual 



Parallel world created to avoid 
surrender to Srila Prabhupada 


master and disciple associate to- 
gether, the disciple renders serv- 
ice, they speak together and so 
on, he gets to see them. Then on 
that basis they have a relation- 
ship. That's what a relationship is, 
that you know each other." 

(SRS Podcasts, 7/8/2009 & 9/8/2010) 

Yet, SRS admits that such a 
"rule" for pre-initiation physical in- 
teraction between guru and dis- 
ciple was not required in his own 
case, and that he had been initiat- 
ed for 2 years before even meeting 
Srila Prabhupada: 

"That was the first personal 
contact with his Divine Grace, 
although I had been an initiat- 
ed devotee for two years." 

(SRS, "Meeting Srila Prabhupada ") 

So, again, this "rule" only ex- 
ists in order to fulfil ISKCON lead- 
ers' desire to take Srila Prabhupa- 
da's position. Otherwise it does 
not apply. 

Conclusion 

ISKCON's parallel world exists 
due to enabling a false reality to 
exist side by side with the actual 
reality. In this false reality, one illu- 
sion is that Srila Prabhupada must 
be replaced with GBC-authorised 
successors. Essential to achieving 
such a feat is the invention of "rules" 
specifically designed to simultane- 
ously be applied or rejected - de- 
pending on how they help to keep 
this parallel world and its illusions, 
such as the guru hoax, alive. 


please chant Hare Krishna, Hare Krishna, Krishna Krishna, Hare Hare, Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare - and be happy! 


ISKCON Guru Follows BTP's Lead: Update 


I n BTP 33, we highlighted how ISKCON guru His Holiness Bhakti Vikasa Swami ("BVKS") had engaged in a huge climbdown by agreeing with 
the IRM that ISKCON is deviating in every major sphere (see "ISKCON Guru Follows BTP's Lead"). We did this by analysing a public lecture he gave, 
in which he expressed this agreement. We also highlighted that despite this claim regarding ISKCON's deviancy, he was unable to have any cour- 
age in his convictions and meekly surrendered to the demand of this same deviant ISKCON leadership to effectively silence his criticisms by with- 
drawing his lecture from public access on his website. However, shortly after BTP 33 was received worldwide, it appears that our expose on his lack 
of backbone has finally stung BVKS into taking more of a spirited stand. 

On April 22nd, he issued the following public statement: 

"In accord with Srila Prabhupada's instructions, ISKCON continues to widely distribute his books, the Holy Name, and Krsna-prasada. How- 
ever, apart from performing these laudable services, ISKCON has also incorporated policies that I strongly feel are not in line with Srila Pra- 
bhupada's stated desires. [...] Thus today ISKCON no longer adheres to many of the essential, non-negotiable principles Srila Prabhupada 
taught, for which I joined ISKCON and dedicated my life to spreading. [...] I make this public statement: I do not support ISKCON's pro- 
nounced tendency toward Hinduization and to secular influences such as those of bodily welfare work, mundane feminism, mundane psy- 
chology, and mundane scholarship . [...] But as a follower of Srila Prabhupada and as a member of the sannyasa order, I have an obligation 
to communicate what I understand to be correct, according to Srila Prabhupada's teachings, to the members of ISKCON and especially to 
those who have formally reposed their faith in me as their spiritual guide. If I were to neglect this duty, I would add to the misguidance that 
many devotees now unofficially and officially receive in the name of Srila Prabhupada instead of protecting them from it." 

1) He states that although ISKCON may be engaging in what he considers to be bona fide practices such as distributing books, the Holy Name and 
prasada, they have deviated in regards to "many of the essential, non-negotiable principles Srila Prabhupada taught". This echoes the theme of this issue 
that although Kali-chelas may partially undertake practices related to Krishna consciousness, we must look at the end result that is being achieved. 

2) He states that, as a follower of Srila Prabhupada, he has an obligation to communicate to the rest of ISKCON what he thinks is correct in regards to 
their deviations. So here he is merely agreeing to finally do what the IRM has been doing for years! 

3) He further repeats the same point we make regarding the danger of deviating in the guise of accepting Srila Prabhupada's authority - stating that 
unless he speaks out, he will "add to the misguidance that many devotees now unofficially and officially receive in the name of Srila Prabhupada instead of 
protecting them from it". 

BVKS continues to move towards adopting the same stance as that advocated by the IRM, even though as 
little as 3 years ago he criticised us for engaging in the same activity of pointing out where ISKCON is devi- 
ating (please see BTP 24, " The Divinity Delusion: Case Study of His Holiness Bhakti Vikasa Swami"). This means 
that although it is BVKS who claims to be sufficiently self-realised to be able to usurp Srila Prabhupada's po- 
sition as diksa guru of ISKCON, and thus be worshipped as a "good as God" guru for 20 years, he did not even 
"realise" that one should actually take a stand against ISKCON's deviation until now; whereas the IRM, who 
do not claim any such realisation to succeed Srila Prabhupada, have understood this all along! This leads us 
to the matter of the "elephant in the room". Having claimed that the entire leadership of ISKCON, the Gov- 
erning Body Commission (GBC), does not even adhere to "many of the essential principles" taught by Srila 
Prabhupada, BVKS still accepts that the same body which is deviating on such a mass scale is also qualified to 
both authorise and act themselves as bona fide diksa gurus. (2/3 of the GBC are "good as God" diksa gurus). 

BVKS also conveniently accepts that although the GBC are deviating in "many essential" areas, in terms of al- 
lowing themselves and BVKS to retain lofty positions akin to the "sum total of the demigods", they are spot 
on! He has to maintain such a huge compromise out of self-interest, otherwise his own position as a diksa 
guru would come under scrutiny - especially since his diksa guru position was granted to him by the same de- 
viant GBC body. Rather, in line with the point made in this issue's editorial, BVKS has merely used his new"re- 
alisation"as a platform for maintaining his position, since he has now authored a new book for current and fu- 
ture disciples in which he purports to "teach" everyone the art of speaking strongly without "compromising"! 



BVKS with a BTP 


The solution to all this ISKCON guru 
confusion is clearly explained in the 
book "The Final Order". 

To receive a FREE copy, please 
email us at: irm@iskconirm.com 
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THE BOOK THE GBC DOES NOT 
WANT YOU TO READ! 


7 hope this book will be read 
carefully and discussed widely because 
the profound issues it raises demand 
consideration at all levels. Every devotee 
has a real stake in the matter." 

From the Foreword by Professor 
Kim Knott, Head of Religious Studies, 
Leeds University, UK 
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